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Evanston Scholars improves college access and success for a diverse group of 
ambitious Evanston students who are first-generation college entrants, students 

from low-income families, and students of color, starting with the college 
admissions process, continuing through college graduation, and into a career.

Dear Friends,
Since Evanston Scholars’ founding in 2011, our tagline has been “Make It Happen!” At Evanston Scholars, 
Make It Happen means working hard towards a goal. Our Scholars Make It Happen when they spend 
precious summer hours working on college essays, get out of their comfort zone to network in their field 
of interest, or go the extra mile to meet yet another deadline for yet another scholarship application.  

Most importantly, our Scholars do not have to Make It Happen alone.
 
When obstacles arise, Evanston Scholars is there to provide resources and support to keep Scholars 
moving forward. More than 150 Evanston Scholars have graduated from college. They graduate at a 
rate of 80%, roughly four times the average of their peers. We know that obstacles to success continue 
to grow, especially this past year – rising costs of college, new roadblocks for financial aid (including this 
year’s FAFSA fail), and increasing challenges to mental health and well-being. As a result, we have 
increased our resources for Scholars to sharpen their toolsets to address those barriers.

Increasingly, Scholars are asking for support to transition from college to career. As a result, this year 
we focused more heavily on Career Readiness. With our RISE (Relevant Internships for Successful
Employment) program, we provided skills, tools, and internship experiences for college sophomores 
and juniors. Additionally, we provided coaching and access to employment opportunities for our 
college juniors and seniors to help them embark on their career paths.

At the end of a year, it is inspiring to look in the rearview mirror and see the confident smiles from 
Scholars who stepped onto campus for the first time, implemented new ideas at their internships, or 
from Alumni who are mentoring graduating Scholars as they enter the workforce. Yet, we also eagerly 
await the challenges and opportunities ahead. 

We know that more and more students recognize the invaluable support of Evanston Scholars and are 
seeking it out. Once again, we received over 75 applicants for our newest cohort – a clear sign that many 
students have a desire to go TO and THROUGH college. We appreciate the people in our network who 
have, time and time again, devoted effort and resources to make sure that our Scholars can pursue their 
dreams. As a network, we have the ability to continue to remove barriers and support hundreds of young 
people who want to make great things happen. 

Steve Newman, Executive Director
Katie Dealy, President, Board of Directors



Our Vision
We want every qualified Evanston Township High 
School student with the desire to earn a college 
degree to attend college, graduate, and obtain 

a strong career, thereby creating a more just 
and prosperous Evanston.

Who We Serve

Our Impact

College persistence 
rate (students who 
started college are 

still enrolled)

92% 

Four-year 
graduation 

rate 

59%

4 
Year

Six-year 
graduation 

rate

80%

6 
Year

What We Do
Evanston Scholars provides a comprehensive, 

six-year program that guides students through 
the college admission process, supports them 

to persist through college graduation, and 
connects them to professional networks and 

strong opportunities after college.

 

 159  College Scholars  

   98  High School Scholars  

  160  College Grads

 417  Students served
2% 

Caucasian

39% 
Hispanic/

Latinx

47%
African 

American

5% Asian 
American

5% Multi-racial

2% Other

•  Academically ambitious Evanston students with a  
    minimum 2.7 unweighted GPA
•  First-generation college entrants
•  Students of color
•  Students from families that earn low incomes



Evanston Scholars Class of 2026





Average number of college
applications submitted 

(national average is 3)

9

Scholars enter our College Access program in the summer before their junior year of high school. 
Throughout junior and senior year, they receive the following college preparation:
• Individualized college and financial aid counseling with professionally trained College Access staff
• One-on-one academic support and advising
• Monthly college preparation workshops
• Dedicated education for parents and Scholars regarding the financial aid process and scholarships 
• In-person and virtual college visits and admissions representative presentations
• Education tools to connect strengths and talents to potential majors and careers
• Resume and cover letter education 
• Connections to summer opportunities 
• College decision counseling and optimizing tools to determine good academic,  
  social, and financial fit colleges
• A dedicated, college-educated mentor to support each 
  Scholar throughout the process  

College Access
“Through Evanston 
Scholars I receive so 
many opportunities 
that empower me.” 

—College Scholar

$ $167K
Debt-free financial aid over 4 

years at enrolled colleges



Hector Suarez
University of Chicago
Freshman, University of Chicago 
Major: Molecular Engineering

For Hector, pursuing a college education represents a crucial step in breaking 
barriers and creating opportunities for him, his family, and his community. 
As a Mexican-American Latino, he views higher education as a pathway to 
expand his knowledge, resources, and meaningful connections that will 
empower him to achieve his goals and assist others along the way.

Hector has chosen to major in Molecular Engineering, a field that aligns with 
his passion for technology and innovation. He is excited about exploring the 
wonders of molecular-level engineering and its potential to address critical 
issues in sustainability and renewable energy. He sees The University of 
Chicago’s curriculum and intellectual environment as ideal for delving deeply 
into this field and preparing for a future where he can make a significant 
impact on solving complex global challenges.

Hector shares that “the support I received from Evanston Scholars played a 
major role in helping me navigate the complexities of being a first-generation 
college student, as well as providing encouragement and advice which 
were crucial in making my college dreams a reality.” His journey reflects a 
commitment to personal growth, to community service, and to use his 
education to drive positive change.

Scholar Profile......COLLEGE ACCESS



Moya Guy 
Augustana College
Senior, Augustana College 
Major: Communication Studies

Scholar Profile......COLLEGE SUCCESS

For Moya, attending college is far more than an academic pursuit—it’s a 
transformative journey that provides vital life lessons and prepares her for 
adulthood. With parents who were unable to complete their education, Moya 
sees her college experience as a way to honor their sacrifices and seize 
educational opportunities. To her, education is both a gift and a powerful tool for 
personal and collective liberation.

Moya has a deep interest in understanding both herself and others. As a result, 
Moya chose to major in Communication Studies to enhance her communication 
skills. It has empowered her to become a more effective communicator and fos-
tered her personal growth. She volunteers for the Campus Cupboard and is also a 
member of the Yarn Club, where she enjoys exploring her creative side. She also 
interns with the Workforce and Organizational Research Center (WORC), where 
she gains practical experience and professional insights.

Moya is deeply grateful for the support provided by Evanston Scholars. She shares, 
“Evanston Scholars is a support system that helps to guide and push me forward. 
The program has been a crucial support system, enhancing access to career-
building opportunities and guiding me towards success.” Her mindset has been a 
key factor in her ability to overcome obstacles and stay focused on her goals.



Total direct financial support for books, 
fees, tuition, and emergency funds

$274,400

“My mentor was supportive to me, 
helped me not give up, and helped 
me discover who I am and what I 
want.” 

—Evanston Scholars Alumnus

College Success
Once our Scholars enroll in college, our 
College Success team provides:
• Bi-semester academic and personal check-ins
• Guidance around utilizing and accessing on-campus  
  resources 
• Virtual and in-person social and team-building activities 
• Whole-Self wellness education 
• Academic and financial aid counseling and financial  
  literacy education 
• College textbook stipends (Fall, Winter, and Spring) 
• Access to funds in case of emergencies
• Support and counseling for graduate and professional  
  school 
• Summer programming including in-person and online  
  workshops to enhance skills for a successful, holistic  
  college experience

COLLEGE SUCCESS



Beginning in high school and continuing through college graduation, our Career 
Readiness program equips Scholars with the resources, knowledge, relationships, 
and experiences to secure professional roles. This includes internships, externships, 
assistantships, and more, that can result in securing a future-proof or graduate 
school admission upon college graduation.

Career Readiness assists Scholars with: 
• Discovering their career-related aptitudes and interests 
• Developing their Career Readiness portfolio, including a resume, cover letter, LinkedIn  
  profile, and/or a personal professional portfolio 
• Access to 1:1 career coaching and professional development support 
• Exploration of career avenues through corporate visits and professional panels 
• Participation in our nine-month RISE (Relevant Internships for Successful Employment)  
  program as college sophomores to secure an internship, research opportunity, or  
  fellowship during their rising junior summer
• Connection with our Career Partners to secure career-track jobs after college graduation

Career Readiness

of the College Graduates of 2023 earned a future-proof 
job or enrolled in graduate school within 6 months of 
college graduation.  90% 



Diane Batres
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ‘24
B.S. Computer Science

Diane’s journey to higher education was shaped by the aspirations of her parents, who 
moved to the United States when she was just three years old. Witnessing their 
dedication to provide a better life for her and her brothers instilled in her a sense of 
purpose. For Diane, attending college was not just a personal ambition but a way to 
honor her parents’ sacrifices and pave the way for a brighter future for her family.

Diane’s path to a Computer Science major began at Evanston Township High School 
with a transformative class that combined Personal Finance with Information 
Technology. With the guidance of her teacher, Gary Haller, Diane’s initial interest in 
computer programming became a newfound passion. This enthusiasm guided her 
academic choices, leading her to pursue a degree in Computer Science at MIT.

At MIT, she was a member of the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE). Her 
internships, including a pivotal role at Publicis Sapient and a rewarding experience at 
Adobe, solidified her career direction and led to her current position as a Software 
Engineer on the Developer Platform at Adobe.

Diane shares, “I am eternally grateful to Evanston Scholars; thanks to them I had the tools 
and knowledge I needed to not only get into college, but thrive and eventually graduate.”

Scholar Profile...... CAREER READINESS



Since 2011, our program has had the privilege of successfully 
seeing over 150 Alumni Scholars move from College Access, 

through College Success, through Career Readiness, to graduation.

“My mentor is invaluable and I met her 
through this program. Evanston Scholars 
is always reaching out to let me know they 
are here if I need it.”
—Chassa Pratt, University of Illinois at Chassa Pratt, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign ‘24Urbana-Champaign ‘24

“Nancy Cardenas and Mrs. Velazquez were 
there for me in my hard times, especially 
during Covid times. They’ve been a 
shoulder to cry on and laughed alongside 
me through it all. The whole team 
environment was amazing with them.” 
—Blanca Casique-Flores, Illinois State Blanca Casique-Flores, Illinois State 
University ‘24University ‘24

“Evanston Scholars helped me manage the 
rigorous demands of college schoolwork by 
offering essential academic resources and 
assistance. Regular check-ins with 
advisors ensured that I stayed on track 
with my academic goals.”
—Leo Tomayo, Illinois Institute of Leo Tomayo, Illinois Institute of 
Technology ‘24Technology ‘24



• Host career visits and shadowing opportunities
• Participate in industry panels and Career Readiness workshops
• Collaborate with Evanston Scholars for internships and entry-level employment
• Sponsor events

Thank You to Our Career Partners



“Evanston Scholars would always 
be there and made me feel 
supported.”

—Evanston Scholar Alumnus

“Evanston Scholars is the reason I was able to go to 
college. They changed my life by helping me through 
my college journey, from beginning to end.”

—Evanston Scholars Alumnus



“Evanston Scholars has helped me tremendously. 
I’m so thankful Evanston Scholars helped me learn 
about the college process and my university.”  

—Evanston Scholar Alumnus

“From helping us through the 
process of applying to colleges to 
helping us throughout our four years 
in college, Evanston Scholars has 
made a significant difference.”

—Evanston Scholars Alumnus



Our Scholars Have Attended
Amherst College
Arrupe College
Augustana College
Baldwin Wallace University
Ball State University
Barry University
Beloit College
Boston College
Boston University
Bradley University
California College of the Arts
Carleton College
Case Western Reserve University
Colby College
Colgate University
College of Wooster
Colorado College
Columbia College Chicago
Columbia University
Denison University
DePaul University
Dominican University
Drexel University
Eastern Illinois University
Elon University
Emerson College
George Washington University
Georgia State University
Grinnell College
Hampton University
Hope College
Howard University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Illinois State University
Illinois Wesleyan University
Indiana University-Bloomington
Jackson State University
Kent State University at Kent
Knox College
Lake Forest College
Lawrence University
Lehigh University
Lewis University
Loyola University Chicago
Manhattanville College
Marist College
Marquette University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Millikin University

Morgan State University
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical  
    State University
Northeastern Illinois University
Northern Illinois University
Northwestern University
Oakton Community College
Ohio Wesleyan University
Pomona College
Princeton University
Purdue University-Calumet Campus
Rhodes College
Ripon College
Rockford University
Santa Clara University
Sewanee-The University of the South
St. Olaf College
St. Louis University
Stanford University
The New School
Triton College
University of Chicago
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Illinois at Springfield
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
University of Miami
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
University of Missouri-Columbia
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Olivet
University of Ottawa
University of Pennsylvania
University of Redlands
University of Southern California
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Washington University in St. Louis
Wellesley College
Western Governors University
Western Illinois University
Western Michigan University
Wheaton College
Xavier University
Xavier University of Louisiana



“The mission of Evanston 
Scholars reflects what I know 
Evanston to be and what 
Evanston Scholars has poured 
into my family.”

 —Evanston Scholars Parent

FINANCIAL DATA  AUGUST 2022 – JULY 2023
(UNAUDITED)

INCOME

Individual Donations        636,873

Events        374,495

Family Foundation Donations        476,633

Foundation Grants         132,780

Corporations           14,798

Other Income           47,809

Total Income     1,683,391

Restricted Income Released from Previous Year          180,000

Total Income Plus Restriction      1,863,391

EXPENSE

Program Services and Scholarships        1,516,903

Management and General         122,975

Fundraising           81,034

TOTAL EXPENSES       1,720,912

NET 142,479



Thank You to Our Mentors
Mentors serve as a source of information, inspiration, and moral support for our 
Scholars over a span of four years, starting in high school. In the first two years, 
mentors accompany High School Scholars and their families through the college 
application and financial aid process. Once students gain admission to college, 
mentors support them as they transition to college and through sophomore year, 
supporting them through any obstacles they encounter along the way.

MENTORS TO HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARS 
Jani Anderson, Jamaal Applewhite, Jocelyn Aranda-Ortiz, Annisha Arnold, Anne Badgley, Cristian Baeza, 
Svetlana Bekman, Soraida Berrios-Guccione, Nala Bishop, Catherine Bourke, Jan Bowers, Brandon Buchanan, 
Kate Burstein, Arelis Campbell, DeMara Campbell, Jessica Cooper, Damita Cravens, Douglas Crimmins, 
Lindsay Cunningham, Chadwick Davis, Mindy Debes, Myriam Duran, Jonathan Easter, Katelyn Easter,
Tobi Ehrenpreis, Diana Farina, Dave Feeley, Brittani Fields, Myron Krys Florence, Pam Gady, Yari Gallegos,
Rod Gardner, Linda Gartz, Sara Claire Gaspard, Sue Gillan, Dina Giron, Kimberly Giron-Gamboa,
Barbara Goodman, Jayme Gualtier, Tiffini Holmes, Jane Holt, Tameka Jackson, Laura Jacobs,  
Joanne Jacobson, Joan Johnson, Jazmin Jones-Oliver, Noe Jurado, Rochelle Katz, Julie Kimmel,  
Katherine Lauderbaugh, Michael Laughlin, Jeff Libman, Michelle Lyle, Stephanie Marin, Jolie McLaughlin, 
Maria Mijares, Barry Miller, Max Newlin, Tara Norris, Mary O’Brien, Nicole O’Connell, Carol O’Donnell,  
Rocio Perez, Michael Pfeifer, Leah Piekarz, Myles Rallins, Robert Regan, Lyanne Santana, Linda Schneider, 
Alison Schoeffmann, Matt Schroeder, Lisa Seegers, I’mani Sellers, Ezra Sergent-Leventhal, David Soglin, 
Eavon Solis, Terri Strauss, Mary Taylor-Johnson, Shanelle Trinidad Kaikis, Mitchell Tucker, Brezah Wade, 
Charity Williams, Jessica Williams, Warren Wolfe

MENTORS TO COLLEGE SCHOLARS
Kayla Adams, Jeni Alcakovic, Natalie Allen, Pam Allen, Kris Anderson, Jenny Avery, Patricia Avila, Jesus Ayala Jr., Jocelyn Becerra, Dina Berger, Derrick Blakley, Catherine Bourke, 
Katie Brady, Jud Brooks, Cathy Brubaker, Betsi Burns, Katherine Byrnes, Shannon Cahill, Judy Callans, Brenda Campbell Byers, Fernando Campos, Angel Cardenas, 
David Cerra, David Chan, Jennifer Chisholm, Rachel Chiss, Mary Clark, Julie Collins, Elizabeth Cosentino, Jim Cousineau, Mary Beth Cox, Ellen Cushing, Khadijah Davis, 
Ava DeCapri, David DeCarlo, Alexis Dillon, Katherine Dong, Eric Dortch, Laura Egerter, Pam Eisfielder, Adriana Escarpita, Pamela Finney, Mark Flanagan, Tim Flood, 
Erin Formiller, Carmen Francellno, Ellen Frank-Miller, Marya Frankel, Pamela Frankston-Gordon, Renee Gadsden, Tulsi Gaonkar, Edwin Getz, Caroline Glasser, Sam Goldsmith, 
Allison Gordon, Catharine Hamrick, Caroline Hays, Rick Hemwall, Jenny Higgins, Joe Higgins, Debra Hill, J.J. Hill, Timothy Holbrook, Jessica Horwitz, Elizabeth Hubbard, 
Joel Huerta, Cory Jackson, Christopher James, Jaylyn Jimenez, Ed Job, Michelle Judon, Dan Kanter, Christina Kelley, Soo La Kim, Sunghae Kim, Liza Kirkpatrick, Elisa Kline, 
Robert Krause, Joe Kupresanin, Spencer LaMountain, Michael Laughlin, Jeff Libman, Rob Lindemann, Deborah Linder, Craig Long, Erik Long, Sheila Loop, Jonathan Lustig, 
David Mack, Ellen Magrini, Robin Maher, Mark Malueg, Tania Margonza, Therese McGuire, Linda Mendelson, Damali Mills, Kerry Mundy, Anne Murdoch, Brian Murphy, 
Brittanie Muse, Beth Negronida, Derek Nettingham, Adam Newman, Doug Nickels, Peter O’Brien, Stephanie Oettinger, Victor Perez, Eugene Perkins, Heather Perkins, 
Julia Persche, Jean Petrick, Michael Pfeifer, Robert Porter, Tracy Quattrocki, Penny Rajczyk, Anamaria Rosales, Sheau-ming Ross, Kathy Ruhl, Paola Ruocco, Kevin Russell,
 Julia Sagraves, Alexander Schluter, Linda Schneider, John Schroeder, Lisa Scott, Christopher Siebert, Scott Siegel, Jeff Simon, Joan Slavin, Elizabeth Smiley, Johnique Smith, 
Matt Sommer, Bill Springer, Anja Spruston, Allison Stein, Donna Su, Caryn Summer, Stephanie Szymanski, Pam Tingley, Shanelle Trinidad Kaikis, Andrea Urdangen, 
Karen Van Ausdal, Jon Viner, Kristen Watson, Caryn Weiner, David White, Marley Whitmore, Em Wilder, Sarah Williams, Juleya Woodson, Jasmine Wright, Kimberly Yuracko

Names in bold are members of the Evanston Scholars Mentor Steering Committee



$50,000+
Anonymous
Cless Family Foundation*
Mary and Paul Finnegan*
Steve Hagerty and Lisa Altenbernd*
Heavenston Foundation
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation*
Carol and Chris Lind*
David Shapiro and Abigail Pogrebin*

$25,000+
Anonymous 
Farther Foundation*
Finnegan Family Foundation*
Helaine Edgar Opportunity Foundation*
Mammel Family Foundation*
The Perutz Family Fund*
Julie and John Rapisarda*
The Steinberg Family*
Vivo Foundation*

$10,000+
Susan and David Abraham*
Anonymous (2)
Tilden and Sandy Cummings
Evanston Community Foundation*
Frankel Family Foundation*
Susan and Rich Gallun*
Golden Family Foundation*
Hagerty Consulting*
Suzanne and Dan Kanter*
M.J. O’Brien Family Foundation*
Madison Dearborn Partners*
Joseph Moos and Jean Saunders*
Anne Murdoch @Properties*
Eleanor and William Revelle*
Bart & Catherine Rocca Fund*
The Schroeder Foundation*
Smith Tieken Foundation*
Steans Family Foundation*
Chris Ward and Lisa Fontoura*
Sue and Steve Wilson*

$5,000+
Elizabeth and Rick Bald*
Elizabeth and Matt Bergmann*
Egerter Family Foundation*
Steve Galler*
Jenny and Joe Higgins*
Karen and Paul Hoelscher
Chris Kenney*

Thank You to Our Donors Donations received August 1, 2023 - July 31, 2024

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund*
Rich Miller and Nina Uziel-Miller*
Kristen and Steve Murtos*
Kristine Naidech
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund*
Michael and Jennifer Pfeifer*
Kristi and Mike Raftery
Jill and Jay Twery*
John B. Wadsworth*

$2,500+
AbbVie*
Anonymous
Carol A. Barnett*
Julie and Tony Bordo*
Catherine Bourke*
Charles Schwab*
Ann and Russ Covode*
Katie Dealy & Alan Polansky*
Hon. Morton and Reva Denlow*
Disney
Evanston Capital Management
Shannon and Grant Farrar
Five Grain Events, LLC
Joseph and Margaret Flanagan
Anna Gola and Steve Grand
Norman and Cynthia Goldring*
Kathleen Hagerty*
Hammerschlag Family*
Doug and Jane Holt*
The Israelite Group of  
   Oppenheimer*
Matthew Jones*
Michelle Kavoosi and Eric Prezant*
Craig and Monette Leva*
Dan Lipson and Jancy Jerome*
Long Grove Confectionery*
Larry and Mary Mages*
Laura and Jim Maloney*
Walter and Cynthia Metcalfe*
Judy Newton*
Northwestern University*
Peter O’Brien and Cheryl Lulias*
Denis and Martha Pierce*
Margie and Jim Pines*
Robert Porter and Therese McGuire*
David and Katie Porter*
Polly and Kenneth Rattner
David and Holly Reynolds*
Sheau-ming and Ian Ross*
Phil Schluter and Julie Kimmel*

Linda Schneider and James Cahan*
Victoria and Donald Scott*
Debbie and Michael Sear*
sr4 Partners*
The Baelchbucice Charitable Fund*
The Thomas Team*
Whirled Peas Foundation*
David White and Emily  
   Erickson-White
Woman’s Club of Evanston*
ZS Associates*

$1,000+
ALIYA of Evanston
Carrie and Rob Andalman*
Melanie Anderson and Tom Couch
Anonymous (2)
Kelly Austin and Scott Hurwitz*
Mark and Patty Barbato*
Derrick and Felicia Blakley*
Jenny and Dave Blickenstaff*
John and Carolyn Borta*
Bridgewater Associates
Tony Burt and Karin Ruetzel*
David and Tiffany Chan*
Rachel and Adam Chiss*
Mary and Dick Clark*
Jim Coffman
Chilanta Community Foundation*
Mary and Mark Collins*
The Cousineau Family*
Judith Cravens*
Alexandria and Jim Cravens*
Douglas and Heather Crimmins
Ghram and Mindy Debes
Melissa and Calvin Denton*
Julianne and Mark Dieterich*
Disney*
Dryer Family Foundation
Brendan Dunn and Rebecca Collora
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation*
Pat and Coni Farragher
Chris Fiegen and Sarah Darnton*
Andy and Jean Fies*
Laura Fisher and John Hetler
Tim Flood*
Francis Beidler Foundation*
Frankel Family Foundation*
Peter and Marya Frankel*
Freedman Seating*
Tulsi Gaonkar and Jason Davis*

Rod Gardner and Sarah  
  Buffett Gardner
Katherine Lauterbach and  
   Richard Grant*
Grey’s Appliance Repair Inc.
Victor Grimm and Kathy Grady*
Eric Harkna and Tonise Paul*
Hawley Schoeffmann Family*
Craig W Henderson Family  
   Charitable Fund*
Tom and Amy Hodgman*
Doug and Linda Honnold*
Mary Lou and Mitch Horwat*
Terri and Greg Hummel*
Barbara and Jerry Israelite*
Jeff and Laura Jacobs*
Jeff and Tina James*
Jefferies
Tanya and William Jenkins*
Steven V. Johnson and Barbara Ruiz*
Jon Viner
Tilden Katz and Katharine Baker*
Mr. Chris and JoAnn Killackey
Elizabeth and Steve Krupkin*
Philippe Largent and Wendy  
   Cox Largent*
Carolyn and Michael Laughlin*
Diane and James Tuner Lequar*

Beth Lewis*
Peter and Rachel Lewis*
The Linder Family Fund*
Craig and Kathleen Long*
Carol and Randy Long
Ruth Lovingood*
Mark and Anne Malueg*
Letitia Mann*
Mark Knepper
Adam Masia
Dan and Rosa McAndrew*
Mark and Kathy McCarville*
Ruth and Paul McMahon
Barry Miller
Chris and Holli Moore*
Nonie Morris*
Steve and Nehama Morton
Carol Mullins*
John Muyres
Timothy Newbold and Lisa Yang*
Meagan Newman and Christopher  
   Smith*
North Shore-Barrington Association  
   of Realtors*
Northwestern Mutual Office of  
   Fred O’Connor
Leah Piekarz and Jeff Simon*
Prairie Capital

*Founders’ Circle:  Donated annually at least four of the last five years



Thank You to Our Donors Donations received August 1, 2023 - July 31, 2024

Chicago Trading Company*
Christopher Duquet Fine  
   Jewelry Design
Kourtney Cockrell*
Cohen & Hacker Architects
Susan and Dan Corwith*
Heather Crimmins
Cupitol
Robert and Chie Curley*
D.H. Charles Engineering
Deborah Silver Design LLC
Salvatore Di Bernardo and Paola  
   Sapienza*
Erik and Gail Doeff*
Melanie Domer and Samuel Bottum
Betsy S. Engelman*
Michael Finnegan and Nancy Glick
Jerry Freedman and Elizabeth Sacks*
Ted and Aryn Froum
Linda Gartz and William Lasko
Lawrence Gavin and Mary Helt Gavin*
Dr. Theodore Gehrig
Lisa Gendel*
Edwin Getz and Terri Drews*
Chris and Lisa Gibbons*
Paul Goerss and Debbie Crimmins*
J. Douglas Gray
Lawrence Grimm and Susan Bowen*
Linda and Mark Harvey*
Houlahan Travel*
Jefferies
Russ Jewett
Susan and Chris Joenck
Lawrence Jones and Susan Knight*
Wendy Kaplan and Stephen Haack*
Judy and Bob Kemp*
Family of Jon Kimmel*
Amy and Mark Kistulinec*
Henry Kohn and Elizabeth Smiley*
Becky and Jeffrey Kremin*
Demisha Lee and Mark Robinson
Carolyn Lickerman*
Jan Bowers and Will Linder*
Jeffrey and Deborah Linder*
Lopez Paint & Repairs
Leslie and Chad Luning*
Magnetar Capital Foundation
Blake Magnuson and Colette  
   Halverson*
Nicole and Perry Marks*
Jim and Amy Mendelson*
Moderna Therapeutics

Elizabeth V. Morris*
Dave and Christine Murdoch*
Agnes and David Murdoch
Nature’s Perspective Landscaping*
Pat Navin and Carol Daskais
Beth Negronida and Charlie Saxe*
Lisa Newman and David Gross
Steve and Kate Newman*
Taishiya Nix
Tara and Brian Norris*
Oakton Community College
Tom and Ursula Ostrom
Meghan Otis and John Tompkins
Fran Priddy
Laura-Min Proctor and Matt Brejcha
Mimi and Craig Roeder*
Deborah Hamilton and Jim  
   Rosenberg*
Paul and Amy Rosengarten*
Adam and Jessica Roston
Lowell Sachnoff and Fay Clayton*
Julia and Barry Sagraves*
Jon and Kathi Samuels*
Erin and Christopher Schmidt
Matt and Shelby Schroeder*
Scott Byron & Co., Inc.
Jon Seed and Alex Piper*
Holly Sider Smith and Mark Smith*
Steve Siegel and Robin Drayer*
Bill and Matty Speth*
Studio Talo Architecture, Inc.
Fabricio and Yolanda  
   Suarez-Balcazar*
Jason and Casey Swanson*
Shirley and David TerMolen*
The Reggi Marder Foundation*
Pam and Brian Tingley*
Elizabeth Tisdahl*
UBS Matching Gifts Program
Andrea and Jeff Urdangen*
Val and Rob Weiss*
Norman and Karen Werd*
Steve Wernikoff and Betsy Katten*
David and Trey Willis*
Yield Giving Open Call Fund

$250+
Libby and Thomas Adamson
Mary Rose Alexander and Timothy  
   Gilfoyle*
Anonymous (3)
Maria and Steve Ballantyne*

Cam Balzer and Heather Hancock
Carole Bass
Marc Baum
Jim Belcher
Gabrielle and Rich Berger
Juliet and Jeff Berger-White*
Anne Berkeley*
Charles and Katie Brady*
Ed and Holly Brady
Mike Brody and Libby Ester*
Dawn and Tim Brooke*
Susan Burkhardt
Lee Cabot*
Angel Cardenas*
Chavkin Family*
Candance and Dan Chow*
Shane and Amy Colton*
Lauren and Dan Consiglio*
Jeanette Cutler
Daly and Williams Family
Michael and Elaine Darer
Glynis and Dan Doyle
Sylvia Duby and Chuck Fiorito*
Dave Feeley
Marla and Mike Felvey
Sheila and David Fenn*
Marcelo Ferrer and Sarah Muir  
   Ferrer*
Josh and Sheri Flanders
David Foster and Melissa Wynne
Fred Frankel
Ellen Frank-Miller*
Donna and Gene Frett
Coley Gallagher and Brian Heckler*
Craig Garfield and Aimee Crow*
Bill Gaul*
John and Jennifer Geiringer
Adam Goodman
Paul Goren and Gwen Macsai*
Chris Grams
Joan Habinek and David Studenmund
Kelli and Bill Handel*
Jan and Tom Hazlett*
Helen Hilken*
David and Elizabeth Hodges
Kimberley Hogan and John Coleman
Kimberly and Kirk Hoopingarner*
Joel Huerta and Rebecca Parker*
Intercontinental Exchange*
Stephanie Jacob
Tom and Ann Ohlrogge Johnson*
Tammytha and Shawn Johnson*

Joan and Don Johnson
Nicholas Jones
Daniel Kach
Rhoda and Michael Kamin*
Mark and Cheryl Kaplan*
David and Lyn Kaufman
Stephen and Carol Kimmel
Taya Kinzie and Michael  
   Combopiano
Liza and Scott Kirkpatrick
Andrea and Keith Knohl*
Rachel and Mark Lee
Ali Segal and Dan Lefkovitz*
Leslie and Paul Lehner*
Sura and Patrick Lennon*
Gee Leung
David and Julie Levine*
Christine and Erik Long*
Heidi and Ned Lott*
Vicki and Jim Lydon*
Sally and Darush Mabadi*
Terry Maday
Ellen Magrini*
Denise Martin
Kate and Eric Mattson*
Marcia Mead Stillerman*
Mike and Vicky Mertz
Nancy Miller*
Elissa Morgante and Fred Wilson*
Beth Mullins and Jeff Scales
Bob Nachman and Tobi Ehrenpreis*
Paul Nelson
Northminster Presbyterian Church,  
   Current Events Class
Mary O’Brien
Stephanie and Michael Oettinger*
Erik and Katie Ojala*
Cathy and Tom Omundson*
Allison O’Toole
Grisela and Agustin Pacheco
Anna Paulson and Sandeep Baliga*
Rocio Perez
Pfizer
Andrew and Julie Porter*
Kurt and Cindy Raedle*
David and Mollie Rattner*
Robert Regan and Cynthia Clark
Stephen and Shari Reiches
John Rompon and Marian Casey*
Gail Rubin and Chris Dallas*
Shabnum and Sunil Sanghvi*
Isabel and Andy Schultz*

Michael and Angela Quattrocki*
Prasad and Amy Ravi*
Caryn Summer and Brad Reiff*
Phil and Mary Roden*
Steve Roth and Jody Schuster*
Mike Schnur and Janice Liten*
Alex Schultheis and Andrea  
   Mainelli*
Maureen and Mike Schwaab*
Ed Smolevitz and Rhonda Stein*
David and Lori Soglin*
Julie Strauss and Joel Brown*
Dick and Cheryl Streedain*
Pam and Bill Swales*
Steve Swedlow
The Kellcie Fund*
Michael and Lene Thomas*
Wendell Thomas
Peter Thomas
W.W. Grainger*
John and Peggy Walding*
Katy and Scott Walker*
Eryn Weber-Shifrin and Andy 
Shifrin*
Seth Weinberger and Barbara 
Goodman*
Tiffany and Brad Weiss*
Evan Westerfield and Colleen  
   Cicchetti*
Cynthia Willis*
Wintrust Community Banks  
   (Evanston Community Bank and  
   Trust)*
Wolfe Family*
Sheldon Zenner and Ellen Morgan*

$500+
Gersh Abraham*
Kris and Kurt Anderson*
Anonymous
AON*
Gita Punwani and Alex Auseon*
Jenny and Kevin Ball
Sheryl and Stopher Bartol*
Al Belmonte*
Joan Borg
Neal Brady and Tracy Quattrocki*
John J. Cahill Inc*
Walter Carlson and Debora  
   De Hoyos*
Kimberly Webster and David Cella
Cheryl Rohlfs & Associates, Ltd.*



*Founders’ Circle: Donated annually at least four of the last five years

Michelle and Oren Schumaker*
Cynthia and Gary Schuneman*
Barbara Schwartz and Tom Klitzkie*
Carrie Sear*
Ralph and Nancy Segall*
Laurie and Bill Seward
Carolyn Shapiro and Joshua Karsh*
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP*
Stuart Shulruff and Leslie  
   Levin-Shulruff*
Dan and Amy Smolensky
Nelson and Danette Spruston*
Ingrid and William Stafford*
Scott Stavish and Sara Chambers*
Steven J. Plotkin and Helene  
   Zimmerman-Plotkin*
Rebeca and Omar Suarez
Catey Sullivan
Susan Tepas*
Valerie Thompson
Jeannie Tinkham and John Marrese
Karen Van Ausdal and Gordon  
   Wright
Joyce and Jim Van Overmeiren
Stella and Gavin Wilson*
Jim and Karen Young*
Mark Zivin and Margie  
   Morrison Zivin

$100+
Pam and Scott Allen*
Allstate Giving Campaign
Allan Alson and Sue Ann Glaser*
Sharon and Jim Amato
Anonymous (2)
Arthur J. Gallagher
David Austen-Smith and  
   Margaret Weiss*
Michael F. Baccash, Class of 1966*
Katie and Wynn Bailey*
Dave Baker and Cath Carpenter
Geoffrey and Amanda Banks
Dani Barker
Mollie Bass and Ben Swartzendruber*
John Bausch and Amy Kohn
Beghou Consulting*
Jeff Berkson and Janice  
   Christopher-Berkson*
Heidi Bloom*
Ben Blustein and Virginia Bell*

Peter Bordwell
Kathy and Bob Braasch*
John Brasile
Paul and Margo Brown
Kechia Brustmeyer-Brown
Joe Butler
Tracy and Michael Canter*
Brian Chernett
Peter Civetta*
Tom and Marion Clemens*
Judy Chiss and Bernie Cohen*
Reed Collins*
Elizabeth Cosentino
Dan and Mary Beth Cox*
John and Mary Jo Crosby
Ellen and Jim Daffada
Andrew and Tracey Denlow*
Michael Deutsch and Erica Thompson*
Karin and Kellan Dillon*
Jack Doppelt and Margie Schaps*
Linda Dorken*
Eric Dortch
Lori and Monte Dube*
Christyne and Jim Dzwierzynski
Rachel and Michael Erdman
Ellen and Jerry Esrick*
Sara Esrick
Steve Favakeh
Kim and Fernando Ferrer*
Kathy and Mark Fisher*
Cheryl Flack*
Jeff and Julie Forgash
Ellen and George Galland*
Marge and Neil Gambow
Thelma Garcia Condon
Jean Gershuny*
Kirby and Karen Girolami Callam
Deb Gittler
Glencoe Gray Charitable Fund*
Janna Glucksman and Daniel  
   Neems
AJ and Kari Gomberg
Cathy and Rob Graettinger*
Lizzie and David Graham*
Emily Guthrie
Janet Harris and Kay Muller*
Meghan Haynes
Catherine Head and Joe Ferguson
Amber Heffner
Henry and Francine Perkins
Tom Herman and Jennifer Moran
Rachel and John Heuman*

Cassandra, Chris and Sophia Hiland
Debra Hill*
Martha Holman and Wayne Guzy
Rachel Robinson 
Jessica Horwitz*
Elliott and Robyn Hurtig
Lise and Tomohisa Jinno
Bret Johnson and Kendra Morrill*
JPMorgan Chase Foundation*
Gordie Kaplan
Rochelle Katz
Curt Kearney and Kate Ruhl*
Seana Kofoed
Steven Krug and Lori Darling*
Anthony Kubes
Rebecca Landor
Sue Langan*
Linnea Latimer-Adams
Will Lennon and Shari Helft Lennon
Lesly and Steve Levitas*
Stacey Levitt
Molly Linder
Aimee and Nick Long
Edward Lott
Jackie and David Mack*
Betsey and Steve Madden*
Susan and Henry Madete
Paula Maldonado
Toni Maloney*
Marina Marich
Jonathan Markowitz and Ruth  
   Wenger*
Janet Mcclellan
Suzie and Jim McKee*
Nancy and Bill McKenna
Ann and Tom McMahon*
Ginny and Terry Meenan
Mark Metz and Noreen Edwards
Alyson Miller
Daniel Milner
Ben Minor
Michael Miro*
Helen Munro-Uziel and Oren Uziel
Mike and Sarah Muyres*
Amanda Myers and Ben Svarczkopf
Andy and Suzanne Mynard
Karen Newman
Christene and Jonathan Nieuwsma
Greg Nolan
Carol Norgaard
Carol and James O’Donnell
Ellen O’Donovan

Roberta Olsen Siegfriedt and  
   Bill Siegfriedt*
Stanley Parzen*
PayPal Giving Fund*
Kristen Perkins-LaFollette
Susan Pestine
John and Jane Peterson*
Adam Pollet and Natalie Mindrum
Barbara Rabyne
Tony and Karen Raden
Robert and Patty Reece*
Robin Remich*
Deborah and Robert Render*
Michele Rogers
Holly and Thomas Ross*
Dr. Jennifer and Paul Ruzumna
Kim Sagami
Andrea Salas
Debra Sawyer and Richard So*
Lisa Seegers
John and Paula Shapiro*
Maureen Sheehy*
James Sklar*
Joan Slavin

Eavon Solis
Doug and Jill Sprague
Charles and Renate Staley*
Julie Stark and Michael Griffith*
Allison Stein
Hanus Sr. Symersky and Marissa  
   Baltazar
Kristin TePas*
Hank Thompson
Matt Tobin and Jillian Freund*
Maria Tolpin*
Kris Uhler*
United Faith Church Outreach  
   Ministry
Daniel and Joanna Uziel*
Sachin and Kalpana Waikar*
Michael Walker*
Dan Weil*
Weisblat Family Fund*
Amy and Scott Weyman*
Brad and Carol White*
Pat and Joe Wilkinson*
Mimi Wishner Segel
Ellen Zemel



Thank You to Our Donors Donations received August 1, 2023 - July 31, 2024

John Kennedy and Carol  
   Hammerman
Torin Lacher
Mellonese Latimer-Adams and  
   John Adams
Katherine Lauderbaugh
Elaine and Steve Lev
Mike Levine
Cindy Levitt*
Areez Limzerwala
Rocio Mancera Arreguin and  
   Jose Ramirez Morena
Microsoft Rewards/Give with Bing*
Isabella Miller
Patrick and Susan Nash
Rebecca Nolan
Nicole O’Connell
Lewis Palacios and Edith Araus*
Michael Pontarelli and Jessica Riley

Constance E. Porteous
Maddi and Marcia Powers
Penny Rajczyk
Evelyn Ramirez
Katy Reid
Kerry Reid
Nolan Robinson*
Nora Robinson*
Sara Rolen
Joan and John Rudnicki*
Robin Rue Simmons
Diamond Ruffin
Blanca Ruiz*
Paola Ruocco
Richard Schur
I’mani Sellers
Todd and Sue Semla*
Laurie Sherman
Michael Simon and Claire Sufrin
Adriane Slaton
Joianne Smith
Cortney Stark Cope
Joan Stein*
Gene and Holly Sunshine*

Mary Taylor-Johnson
Steve Tozer
Susan and Thomas Trieschmann*
Amy and Frank Tu*
Eve Turow-Paul
Travis Wallace*
Walmart*
Nancy Williams*
Jotonya Willis
Corey Winchester

In-Kind Donations
David Chan
Evanston Township High School
Kris Koenig-Morel
Northlight Theatre
Northwestern University

Up to $100
Chava Alpert and Michael Bloom
John Alsterda and Holly Greenhagen*
Anonymous (5)
Marie Aspell
Taylor Avery
Jenny Avery
Anne Badgley
Don and Patty Baker
Jennifer Becerra
Jocelyn Becerra
Rebeeca Bleier
Gretchen Brewster
Greg and Katherine Byrnes
DeMara Campbell
Steve and Virginia Carr
Andy Castillo
Shu Jin and Sharleen Chan*
Margie Chan
Naissa Charles
Melissa Chavez Hughes
Jennifer Chisholm and Bernard  
   Reilly

Pam and Sonny Cockrell
Damita Cravens
Teresa Crawford
Nazy and Reza Cyrus and  
   Fatemah Nehpary
Lisa Degliatoni
Heather Disabato
Victoria Donati
Ann and Jim Driscoll*
Karamot Fatai
Michelle Fayhee
Pamela Finney and Todd Swenson
Patty Fitzgibbons
Mark Flanagan
Keren Fraiman and Eitan Stieber*
Ana Fraiman
Vanessa and Steven Frost
Diana Gardner
Michael Gelder and Mary Rita  
   Luecke*
Stefan Gierl
Jeff Gilles
Steve and Linda Goranson*
Darlene Grossman

Krissie Harris
Fran Horvath
Kayla Hostetler
Stephen Howard Carr
Joanne Jacobson

Evanston Scholars Class of 2025



*Founders’ Circle: Donated annually at least four of the last five years

In Honor Of
Anonymous In Honor of Diana D. Gardner and Dawn D. Broun 
Anonymous In Honor of Carol and Chris Lind 
Geoffrey and Amanda Banks In Honor of Kourtney Cockrell
Peter Bordwell In Honor of Katherine Crowley
John and Carolyn Borta In Honor of Kay and Dan Israelite
Margie Chan In Honor of Kwok Gee and Mi Wan Chan
Brian Chernett In Honor of Dan Maslauski
Pam and Sonny Cockrell In Honor of Kourtney Cockrell
Dryer Family Foundation In Honor of Jay Twery
Rachel and Michael Erdman In Honor of Josh Flanders
Sara Esrick In Honor of Ellen Esrick
Sheila and David Fenn In Honor of Mary Finnegan
Ellen Frank-Miller In Honor of Chassa Pratt
Rod Gardner and Sarah Buffett Gardner In Honor of Sarah K. Gardner  
   and Diana and Edward Gardner
Linda Gartz and William Lasko In Honor of Kayla Fisher
Deb Gittler In Honor of Kourtney Cockrell
Janna Glucksman and Daniel Neems In Honor of Demisha Lee
Lizzie and David Graham In Honor of Steve Newman
Darlene Grossman In Honor of Ted Froum
Hammerschlag Family In Honor of Steve Newman
Catherine Head and Joe Ferguson In Honor of Bhaja Adam
Craig W Henderson Family Charitable Fund In Honor of Steve Newman
Matthew Jones In Honor of Susan Knight and Lawrence Jones
Rochelle Katz In Honor of Monijesu Adeosun
Michelle Kavoosi and Eric Prezant In Honor of Ted Froum
Jackie and David Mack In Honor of Dan Olson
Toni Maloney In Honor of Laura Maloney
Marina Marich In Honor of Nicole Marks
Ruth and Paul McMahon In Honor of David Chan
Walter and Cynthia Metcalfe In Honor of Carol and Chris Lind
Amanda Myers and Ben Svarczkopf In Honor of Josh Flanders
Judy Newton In Honor of Steve Newman
Northwestern Mutual Office of Fred O’Connor In Honor of Chris Ward
Carol and James O’Donnell In Honor of Atziry (Ari) Arellano-Garcia
Stephanie and Michael Oettinger In Honor of Jazminé Marrow
Allison O’Toole In Honor of Chris Ward
Rocio Perez In Honor of Victor Perez
Susan Pestine In Honor of Becca Nolan
Steven J. Plotkin and Helene Zimmerman-Plotkin In Honor of  
   Steve Newman
Stephen and Shari Reiches In Honor of Steve Galler
Victoria Donati In Honor of Lorna Rubio Hall
Laurie Sherman In Honor of Lorna Rubio Hall
Michael Simon and Claire Sufrin In Honor of Katie Dealy
Cortney Stark Cope In Honor of Jeni Alcakovic
Gene and Holly Sunshine In Honor of Emily Sunshine Paulis
Mary Taylor-Johnson In Honor of all the Evanston Scholars and Alumni
Valerie Thompson In Honor of Nina Uziel-Miller
John B. Wadsworth In Honor of Tammytha Johnson and Steve Newman

Eryn Weber-Shifrin and Andy Shifrin In Honor of Andi Linderman
Dan Weil In Honor of Irwin Weil
Vivo Foundation In Honor of Caryn Summer

In Memory Of
Carol A. Barnett In Memory of Hazel Barnett
Shu Jin and Sharleen Chan In Memory of Mark Chan
Judith Cravens In Memory of Dick Cravens
Glynis and Dan Doyle In Memory of David Clemens
Jerry Freedman and Elizabeth Sacks In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Newman
Fran Horvath In Memory of Oliver Leopold
Betsey and Steve Madden In Memory of Missy Hedges
Nancy Miller In Memory of Ray Miller
Ellen O’Donovan In Memory of Michael Kelly
Steve Siegel and Robin Drayer In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Newman
David and Trey Willis In Memory of Linda Hemwall



Executive Director Steve Newman, Founder 
Chief Program Officer Demisha Lee 
Director of College Access Laura Maloney 
Assistant Director of College Access Andrea Guy
College Access Associate Diestefano Loma
College Access Associate Morgan Malatesta
Assistant Director of College Success: Post Secondary Advising  Alicia DeLaRosa-Velazquez 
Assistant Director of College Success Nancy Cardenas
College Success Associate Breeanna Gaines
College Success Associate Karina Henderson
Director of Operations Kay Israelite 
Career Readiness Manager DeMico Davis 
Business Manager Becca Nolan
Marketing & Development Manager Victor Perez 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2023-2024
Katie Dealy, President
David Chan, Vice-President
Mary Finnegan, Secretary
Steve Galler, Treasurer
Angel Cardenas
Kourtney Cockrell
Eric Dortch
Rachel Robinson

Joel Huerta
Tammy Johnson
Mellonese Latimer-Adams
Carol Lind
Cheryl Lulias
Nina Uziel-Miller
Travis Wallace
Chris Ward

Welcome new 2024-2025 Board Members Salvatore Di Bernardo and Alicia Henderson

BECOME A MENTOR. DONATE. TELL A FRIEND. VOLUNTEER.
EVANSTON SCHOLARS 

1234 Sherman Avenue Suite 214 Evanston IL 60202
Evanstonscholars.org  |  info@evanstonscholars.org  |

Evanston Scholars is a 501c3 nonprofit organization


